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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 13-20,22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Clarkson (5.318,786). 

In regard to claim 13, Clarkson discloses a device for providing a drink from 
extracts, comprising at least one container for an extractable mixture, which is 
permeable to liquid and which comprises two container parts (#25 and #25') pivotally 
connected to eiach other (e.g., fig. 5), a cover connected to the container, which cover 
comprises two cover parts (#22 and #22'), which are also pivotally connected to each 
other (e.g., fig. 5), and wherein each cover part is pivotally connected to a separate 
container part, and wherein the container is connected to the cover such that the device 
is pivotable between a folded out active position in which a substantial part of the 
container lies at a distance from the cover (e.g., fig 5) and wherein the device is 
capable of being positioned in a folded up, non-active position, in which the container is 
at least substantially enclosed by the cover. That is, like applicants disclosed device, the 
container of Clarkson can be inverted and pivoted back between the cover portions so 
that the cover portions substantially enclose the container. This is all claim 13 positively 
recites. In regard to claim 14, the recited connections are disclosed by Clarkson. In 
regard to claim 15, Clarkson, of course, in disclosing , for example, plastic coated net- 
weave fabric filter bags for the container, discloses flexible material. In regard to claim 
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17, Clarkson discloses at least one of the container parts has an incision extending to a 
side of the cover part for the recited purpose. In regard to claim 18, Clarkson also 
discloses the incision can include at least partial hook-like form (e.g. col. 4, para. 5 - 
slots may be narrow cuts, including slits, or a combination of a slot, or notch, and slit). In 
regard to claim 19, the filter bags of Clarkson are inherently at least non-permeable to 
the mixture, which is coffee or tea. That is, after all, the function of a filter bag. The filter 
bag allows water to enter and extract to exit, while retaining the extracted coffee or tea. 
In regard to claim 20, the claim does not recite the nature of the phrase "connected 
releasably". Since Clarkson discloses securing the container to the cover, the container 
could be released from the cover by using force against the seal. This is all claim 20 
recites. In regard to claims 22 and 23, The Cover of Clarkson reads on the cover of 
claim 22 and the container of Clarkson reads on the container of claim 23. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth In this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Clarkson 
in view of Cleaves (2,291.278), Karell (5.937.737).Travers (4,875.574). Christie etal 
(5.478,581). Dodd (4.215.628), and Major (3,387,978). 

Claim 21 recites that the container is provided with coupling means for co-action 
with counter-coupling means forming part of the cover. As disclosed, the coupling can 
be of various conventional forms such as strips with channels, adhesive connections, 
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Velcro, mutual mechanical fastening, and a clamping connection. As evidenced by 
Cleaves, Karell, Travers, Christie et al, Dodd and Major, the art is replete with 
conventional expedients to connect a flexible bag or bags to a holder or holder/cover. 
Theses include, for example, adhesive, staples (which is a mutual mechanical 
fastening), clamps, slits (on the support element) and bag extensions, which are all 
shown by Cleaves. To modify Clarkson and substitute one conventional coupling 
system for another conventional system for its art recognized and applicants intended 
function would therefore have been obvious. 

The remainder of the references cited on the PTO 892 form are cited as pertinent 

art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven L. Weinstein whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1410. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00 A.M.-2:30 
P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Milton Cano can be reached on 571-272-1398. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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